
About Open Door
Open Door Rehabilitation Center (Open Door) began 
with family. Actually, two families – David and Juanita 
Graf and William and Virginia Squier, Jr. – who 
developed a community-based “employment” workshop 
in The Graf ’s basement.

The workshop, also referred to as a sheltered workshop, 
was a supportive, nurturing environment where 
adults with developmental/intellectual disabilities 
developed job, vocational, social, and life skills. It was 
incorporated as the Sandwich Community Sheltered 
Workshop in 1963. 

The workshop’s client base expanded quickly and, over 
the next decades, it developed complementary programs 
– such as developmental day training, group homes, 
support programs for clients and their families in the 
community, social clubs for community integration, and 
various supported employment options. 

From six clients in 1963, Open Door today provides 
services to 129 individuals in a variety of programs. 

At its core, Open Door is community-based and focused 
upon families. Growth fulfills specific community, 
family, and individual needs and always “Helps People 
Help Themselves.” 

“…an exceptional 
quality of  life…”

A person with disabilities has talent and potential. Open 
Door’s lasting contribution to clients and their families is 
helping people help themselves. This is central to every 
program and service.

In addition to residential and day programs, Open Door 
provides activities, amenities, support, and opportunities 
for our clients to thrive. 

Social Activities | Clubs | Transportation

Medical  | Health and Wellness | Volunteering

Employment Support
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Helping People Help 
Themselves since 1963

Mission Statement: To provide unrivaled high-quality, person-
driven services to adults with developmental and intellectual 
disabilities in order to promote independence, growth, and an 

exceptional quality of  life for those we serve.

Thank you for Helping 
People Help Themselves 

since 1963

We think their 
smiles say it all!
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Residential Programs
Open Door offers two residential programs – either 
24-hour or Intermittent Community Integrated Living 
Arrangements (CILAs).

24-Hour CILAs
The 24-hour CILAs are group homes with an 
average of  four–eight residents. The homes, which 
are in community neighborhoods, combine 24-hour 
supervision with functional training in a family setting. 
Our clients learn social recreation and communication, 
home economics (laundry, cooking programs, general 
housekeeping, gardening and yardwork), daily living 
skills and hygiene – in a neighborhood setting next to 
neighbors and other families. 

Intermittent CILAs
Intermittent CILA services are for clients who live with 
family members or friends or on their own. While these 
supportive services are not the same as those in a 24-hour 
CILA, our intermittent clients have the support of  personal 
care attendants for scheduled activities, family assistance, 
medical management, and activities of  daily living. 

Drawing upon its foundation of  family and community, 
Open Door’s residential programs encourage functional 
and personal growth for adults with developmental 
disabilities.  

Developmental 
Training Programs
Open Door’s day programs differ broadly based upon the 
needs of  the clients. 

The Day Training Workshop
This program targets individuals who need support in 
a closely monitored setting with intensive, small-ratio 
supervision. Open Door’s personal care professionals 
provide pre-vocational education with individual care 
plans, motor development and basic living skills training, 
extensive community integration, social activities, and 
diverse adult education options. 

Facility-based Employment 
Workshop
One of  the foundations of  Open Door’s services, 
the facility-based employment program serves 
community business and individual needs.

With both production and light manufacturing 
capacity, Open Door’s “west” facility offers 
packaging, sorting, labeling, clerical, and various 
types of  assembly services to area businesses. In 
turn, as Open Door clients work at the west facility, 
they gain valuable vocational training. 

Vocational training services include workplace skills 
and behavior, on-the-job-training, evaluations, and a 
combination of  personalized instruction and hands-
on training.

Open Door’s programs fall broadly into 

two categories – residential and 
day programs. Brooke S. 

of the Maple 
Group Home

Jack dusting the 
dining chairs

Bekah cleaning
out all the crumbs 
from the toaster

Open Door provides 
day training and home-based 
services for adults with developmental and 
intellectual disabilities. For more information about 
our services, please call Open Door at 815-786-8468 and 
ask to speak with one of our Program Coordinators.

The Illinois Department of Human Services (DHS) determines 
eligibility for services through its Division of Development 
Disabilities. Briefly, depending upon residency (by county), 
the State of Illinois has agencies that work with families and 
individuals to pre-screen for eligibility. Once deemed eligible for 
services, individuals join a waiting list and, from there, connect 
with providers such as Open Door. 

The DHS agencies (PAS – for “Pre-admission Screening”) are 
invaluable resources for individuals and their families who are 
looking for service providers. 

For more information, please visit http://www.dhs.state.il.us, 
call 800.843.6154, or contact one of Open Door’s Program 
Coordinators at 815-786-8468.

CONTACT US
l  I would like an Open Door representative to contact me

l  Please add me to your mailing list

l  I would like to donate to Open Door and support your mission!

Name: ____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _____________________ State: _____ Zip:  __________

Phone: __________________ Email:  ___________________

Amount Enclosed:  ___________________________________

Check No.  ___________________    l  MasterCard    l  Visa 

Card No. ______________________Exp.  _______________

Mail to: Open Door Rehabilitation Center
 405 S Wells St
 Sandwich IL 60548

For More Information

,
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